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The Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Settings Final Rule is a federal policy change announced by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in January 2014 to make sure that people with disabilities have the kinds of services they need in their communities.




About The HCBS Settings Rule




The Rule sets requirements for where and how Medicaid HCBS are provided to ensure that people receiving services through Medicaid HCBS waiver programs have full access to community life. This means that services should be provided in the most integrated setting possible, and must provide opportunities for integration and access to the community, choice, individual rights, and independence.




Throughout the planning and implementation process to comply with the Rule, states will ask stakeholders for input about the services they receive, the places where services are provided, and changes that could be made to help them get the community lives they want. Some people with developmental disabilities may need assistance to think about how their services could better support them in their communities and to advocate for their right to a community life.




This guide prepares you for HCBS advocacy with information about the Rule and tools to share about your experience receiving services.




Steps To Advocating For Community Life




	Learn about the HCBS Settings Rule
	Think about your life and your services
	Advocate for the community life you want
	Find organizations that can help
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			There’s No Place Like Home: Community Inclusion

						This factsheet highlights the importance of community to people with IDD and provides recommendations for expanding integration.
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			There’s No Place Like Home: Dream Homes

						This factsheet examines what factors increase people with IDD’s satisfaction regarding where they live, as well as what they want in a dream home.
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			There’s No Place Like Home: Why People Move

						This factsheet details common reasons people with IDD moved and how people found information about the housing options that were available to them.
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			There’s No Place Like Home: Choices

						This factsheet explores people with IDD and family members’ choices about where they would live, who they would live with, and their neighborhood.
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			There’s No Place Like Home: A National Housing Study

						CQL and The Arc have authored a technical report following a national study on IDD housing.
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			DSP Research Briefs

						Raise awareness about DSP workforce issues through these one-page research briefs
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			HCBS Guide: Supporting The Right To A Community Life

						Receive guidance about supporting people's advocacy for community living.
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			Tips For Speakers

						Learn tips and advice on how to be an effective public speaker.
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			Supported Decision-Making in the U.S.

						Learn about policies, procedures, and practices involving Supported Decision-Making in the U.S.
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			Ontario ‘Crosswalk of Quality’

						Find out how to apply CQL tools to align with quality assurance measures in Ontario.
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					100 West Road, Suite 300

Towson, Maryland 21204

(410) 275-0488
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